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Captain of the Port (COTP) means the
Coast Guard officer designated as
COTP of either the Buffalo, NY, Marine
Inspection Zone and Captain of the
Port Zone or the New York, NY, Cap-
tain of the Port Zone described in part
3 of this chapter or an official des-
ignated by the COTP.

Commandant means the Commandant
of the Coast Guard or an authorized
representative.

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) means
the area established by Presidential
Proclamation Number 5030, dated
March 10, 1983, (48 FR 10605, 3 CFR, 1983
Comp., p. 22), which extends from the
base line of the territorial sea of the
United States seaward 200 miles, and
the equivalent zone of Canada.

Environmentally sound method means
methods, efforts, actions, or programs,
either to prevent introductions or to
control infestations of aquatic nui-
sance species, that minimize adverse
impacts to the structure and function
of an ecosystem, minimize adverse ef-
fects on non-target organisms and eco-
systems, and that emphasize inte-
grated pest management techniques
and non-chemical measures.

Great Lakes means Lake Ontario,
Lake Erie, Lake Huron (including Lake
Saint Clair), Lake Michigan, Lake Su-
perior, and the connecting channels
(Saint Mary’s River, Saint Clair River,
Detroit River, Niagara River, and
Saint Lawrence River to the Canadian
border), and includes all other bodies of
water within the drainage basin of such
lakes and connecting channels.

Port means a terminal or group of
terminals or any place or facility that
has been designated as a port by the
COTP.

Sediments means any matter settled
out of ballast water within a vessel.

Voyage means any transit by a vessel
destined for the Great Lakes or the
Hudson River, north of the George
Washington Bridge, from a port or
place outside of the EEZ, including in-
termediate stops at a port or place
within the EEZ.

[CGD 91–066, 58 FR 18334, Apr. 8, 1993, as
amended by CGD 94–003, 59 FR 67634, Dec. 30,
1994; USCG 1998–3423, 64 FR 26682, May 17,
1999]

§ 151.1506 Restriction of operation.

No vessel subject to the requirements
of this subpart may be operated in the
Great Lakes or the Hudson River,
north of the George Washington
Bridge, unless the master of the vessel
has certified, in accordance with
§ 151.1516, that the requirements of this
subpart have been met.

[CGD 94–003, 59 FR 67634, Dec. 30, 1994]

§ 151.1508 Revocation of clearance.

A COTP may request the District Di-
rector of Customs to withhold or re-
voke the clearance required by 46
U.S.C. app. 91 for a vessel subject to
this subpart, the owner or operator of
which is not in compliance with the re-
quirements of this subpart.

§ 151.1510 Ballast water management.

(a) The master of each vessel subject
to this subpart shall employ one of the
following ballast water management
practices:

(1) Carry out an exchange of ballast
water on the waters beyond the EEZ, in
a depth exceeding 2000 meters, prior to
entry into the Snell Lock, at Massena,
New York, or prior to navigating on
the Hudson River, north of the George
Washington Bridge, such that, at the
conclusion of the exchange, any tank
from which ballast water will be dis-
charged contains water with a min-
imum salinity level of 30 parts per
thousand.

(2) Retain the vessel’s ballast water
on board the vessel. If this method of
ballast water management is em-
ployed, the COTP may seal any tank or
hold containing ballast water on board
the vessel for the duration of the voy-
age within the waters of the Great
Lakes or the Hudson River, north of
the George Washington Bridge.

(3) Use an alternative environ-
mentally sound method of ballast
water management that has been sub-
mitted to, and approved by, the Com-
mandant prior to the vessel’s voyage.
Requests for approval of alternative
ballast water management methods
must be submitted to the Commandant
(G–M), U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters,
2100 Second Street SW., Washington,
DC 20593–0001.
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(b) No master of a vessel subject to
this subpart shall separately discharge
sediment from tanks or holds con-
taining ballast water unless it is dis-
posed of ashore in accordance with
local requirements.

(c) Nothing in this subpart authorizes
the discharge of oil or noxious liquid
substances (NLSs) in a manner prohib-
ited by United States or international
laws or regulations. Ballast water car-
ried in any tank containing a residue
of oil, NLSs, or any other pollutant
must be discharged in accordance with
the applicable regulations. Nothing in
this subpart affects or supersedes any
requirement or prohibitions pertaining
to the discharge of ballast water into
the waters of the United States under
the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.).

[CGD 91–066, 58 FR 18334, Apr. 8, 1993, as
amended by CGD 94–003, 59 FR 67634, Dec. 30,
1994]

§ 151.1512 Vessel safety.
Nothing in this subpart relieves the

master of the responsibility for ensur-
ing the safety and stability of the ves-
sel or the safety of the crew and pas-
sengers, or any other responsibility.

§ 151.1514 Ballast water management
alternatives under extraordinary
conditions.

The master of any vessel subject to
this subpart who, due to weather,
equipment failure, or other extraor-
dinary conditions, is unable to effect a
ballast water exchange before entering
the EEZ, must employ another method
of ballast water management listed in
§ 151.1510, or request from the COTP
permission to exchange the vessel’s
ballast water within an area agreed to
by the COTP at the time of the request
and must discharge the vessel’s ballast
water within that designated area.

§ 151.1516 Compliance monitoring.
(a) The master of each vessel subject

to this subpart shall provide, upon re-
quest, the following information, in
written form, to the COTP:

(1) The vessel’s name, port of reg-
istry, and official number or call sign.

(2) The name of the vessel’s owner(s).
(3) Whether ballast water is being

carried.

(4) The original location and salinity,
if known, of ballast water taken on, be-
fore an exchange.

(5) The location, date, and time of
any ballast water exchange.

(6) The salinity of any ballast water
to be discharged into the territorial
waters of the United States.

(7) The intended discharge port for
ballast water and location for disposal
of sediment carried upon entry into the
territorial waters of the United States,
if ballast water or sediment are to be
discharged.

(8) The signature of the master at-
testing to the accuracy of the informa-
tion provided and certifying compli-
ance with the requirements of this sub-
part.

(b) The COTP may take samples of
ballast water to assess the compliance
with, and the effectiveness of, this sub-
part.

Subpart D—Ballast Water Man-
agement for Control of Non-
indigenous Species in Waters
of the United States

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 4711; 49 CFR 1.46.

SOURCE: USCG 1998–3423, 64 FR 26682, May
17, 1999, unless otherwise noted.

§ 151.2000 What is the purpose of this
subpart?

This subpart implements the provi-
sions of the Nonindigenous Aquatic
Nuisance Prevention and Control Act
of 1990 (NANPCA) (16 U.S.C. 4701–4751),
as amended by the National Invasive
Species Act of 1996 (NISA).

§ 151.2005 To which vessels does this
subpart apply?

(a) Sections 151.2000 through
151.2035(a) of this subpart apply to all
vessels, U.S. and foreign, equipped with
ballast tanks that operate in the wa-
ters of the United States.

(b) Sections 151.2035(b) through
151.2065 apply to all vessels, U.S. and
foreign, carrying ballast water into the
waters of the United States after oper-
ating beyond the exclusive economic
zone, except those vessels exempted in
§§ 151.2010 and 151.2015.
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